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Syme55+ Centre Information 

The Syme55+ Centre is a charitable, non-profit 
community based centre for adults 55 years of age and 
older and disabled adults, specializing in 
recreational activities, special interest clubs, daily 
lunches and community services.  The facility is a City 
Community Centre and Syme55+ has a permit to use the 
building. 

Annual fee: $35 yearly, January-December  

Operating Hours: Monday - Friday, 8:00am - 4:00pm 

 Saturday - 9:30am - 3:30pm 

A monthly calendar and a quarterly newsletter are avail-
able at Reception or around the Centre.  Various im-
portant notices are posted around the Centre and ad-
vertised on the electronic bulletin boards (TVs).   

The Centre is governed by a volunteer Board of Direc-
tors and employs the Executive Director, the Program 
Manager. Other staff are from the City of Toronto.   

Operating funds are from City and Provincial Grants 
plus revenue raised from fundraising, user fees, events 
and donations.  Grants are 62% of our income, fundrais-
ing and donations are 22% of income and 
user fees are 16% of income. 

An Annual General Meeting is held every Spring 
and members have voting privileges. 

Editor:  Donna Tettmar 

Layout/Technical Advisor: 
Kelly Montgomerie  

Contributors: Pat Bilucaglia,  
Kelly Montgomerie, Kathryn 
Pater, Susan Simpson, Donna 
Tettmar, KellyTettmar. 

Photography: Pat Bilucaglia, 
Lynda Cummings, Kelly Mont-
gomerie, Mary Ann Piscopo, 
Glen Warnock and others. 

Inside this issue 
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The Centre has anti-racism, anti-harassment and work place safety policies (on 
display in the GP Room).  The City of Toronto Code of Conduct is posted on the 

doors.  Members are bound by these policies. 

The Centre reserves the right to accept or decline a member 
and to remove the privileges of any member judged to be    
incapable of meeting the requirements of participating in   
activities.  The Centre will not tolerate abusive behaviour of a 
member to other participants, staff, or third parties, or    
behaviour which detracts from the enjoyment of the Centre 
by other members. 

All Syme55+ Centre events/activities require physical         
independence and mobility.  A member must be able to participate in events 
alone or with minimal assistance from a companion who is responsible for the 
member’s welfare. Any physical or mental condition requiring special medical   
attention must be reported. 

 

 

 

 

MYSYMECENTRE 

Members sign into the Centre by using 
their membership tag at one of the 
two touch screen monitors – one by 
the office door and one by the    
kitchen.   

This sign–in is used to take attendance 
at classes and clubs.  Volunteers also 
enter their hours.  The information 
gathered is for reporting to the City 
and Province for our funding grants. 

If your tag is worn out just ask for 
a replacement in the office. 

 

STAFF 

Kelly Montgomerie 
Executive  
Director 
 
Cleriese Lewis 
Program  
Manager 
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REGISTRATION FOR PROGRAMS 

Next registration is scheduled for the end of June.  All participants in classes, clubs 
and games must register using the registration form. 

PROGRAM POLICIES 

 Membership is required for all classes, clubs, drop in programs and activities 

 We regret that we cannot compensate for missed classes 

 Classes are subject to cancellation if class does not reach five (5) participants 

 Class changes must be requested in the first two weeks of the session. 

 Individuals can try up to 3 programs, one time each before registering. You cannot 
try a class that is at capacity.  

 

Volunteers are the “key” to our success.  The 
Centre has many committees that oversee and 
set policies for all of the Centre’s services.  
The effort of the volunteers keeps the Centre 
providing our services at a reasonable cost to 
the members.  Volunteers can select from a 
series of jobs and you can commit to as much 
time as you like.  Volunteer for something you 
like doing  or try something you have never 
done before.  You will have fun! 

Volunteers  are always welcome on our 
committees: program, fundraising, travel and 
communication/marketing to name some.  

PLEASE VOLUNTEER!  

(sign up at Reception). 

Volunteer 
Board of Directors  

2025-2026 

Executive 

Geoffrey Taylor – President 

John Reynolds – Vice President 

Kim Lambert– Secretary 

Ray Strong – Treasurer 

Directors 

Lynda Cummings 

Badri Ghafari-Farmandi 

Jim Lane 

Rose Nardi 

Gary Peltz 

Marlene Peltz 

Donna Tettmar (Past President) 
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NOTES FROM  

THE EDITOR’S DESK 

My sister gave me a singing bird clock. Every hour a different bird sings its song 
lustily. Even now it scares the be jeepers out of me. 

I was away for 3 weeks in Portugal. While gone no one brushed the visiting cat.  
She is a calico cat with lots of fur. I could have knitted a sweater with all the 
fur I took off of her. This went on for a couple of days but now things are bet-
ter. The downstairs cat doesn’t like to be brushed and she doesn’t shed much. 

Things are not back to normal as far as the cats are concerned. Before I left, 
they were seldom in the same room. Since returning, at any time one will be 
sleeping beside me on the couch and the other is asleep at my feet or close by. 
If I had only known this I would have taken an extended vacation years ago.  

I received a phone call from my credit card company asking if I had made a cer-
tain purchase. I had not, so they cancelled and replaced that card. Two weeks 
later I had my new card. A week after that I had another call from my credit 
card company asking if I had made a purchase of $2.14. I had not so that card 
was cancelled and replaced. Two weeks later I had my 
new card. I am grateful that my credit card company 
was that alert but it is really hard to manage without 
a credit card. 

Some of my fellow travelers used the Wise debit 
card. When they went to Spain, Gibraltar and Mor-
rocco. They did not have to worry about those cur-
rencies as the Wise card automatically adjusts. I was 
unable to obtain the card because I was in danger of 
being scammed as my card had been compromised 
twice recently. I will try again as everyone raves 
about how easy it is to use when travelling to differ-
ent countries, 

 - Donna Tettmar Memories of Portugal 



 

A Syme of the Tymes 
 

7 

Annual General Meeting 
 

 This important event will be held in May 1, 2026. 
 

Elections for the Board of Directors will be held. 
Our audited financial statement will be presented.  
Other important matters will be brought forward.  
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Indigenous Hand Drum 
 
Have you had an opportunity to see the Indigenous Hand Drum in the Syme Display Case? 
It is in the General Purpose Room. 
There is an interesting story of how the little Drum came to be at the Syme 55+ Centre. 
A number of years ago a special workshop was held by an Indigenous leader who did Drum 
making and painting. 
 The little Hand Drum is painted with beautiful images from Nature. 
This particular Drum was made especially for Syme and was entrusted to the Syme Choir 
leader at the time, Mr. Bill Mackay.  
A choir member then, Dorothy O'Donnell, was also the Drum's caretaker. 
Syme Choir, even quite recently, has used the Drum in some performances. 
The Huron Carol sung at Christmas time sounds very lovely with the Drum beat accompani-
ment. 
We at Syme, are honoured to have such a treasure and keepsake. 
 
-Kathryn Pater 
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1990 vs 2025 
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welcome 
Please say “Hello” to our NEW MEMBERS. 

 
We are so glad you have decided to join us at Syme55+ Centre.  

We look forward to seeing you in a class or at a lunch or on a one-day outing or a  
multi-day excursion. Join a committee if that is something in which you are  

interested. 

Carolyn Brooks   Purabi Bagchi   Roberta Jennings 

Marlene Borst   Nina Sparks    Dennis Jones 

Bhaskar Basu   Barb Trenholm   Theresa de Weerd 

Hilde Avila    Helena Haile Meskel  Julie Cowling 

Anita Turcotte   Connie Oliver   Judy Bryant 

Jeanne Vlasics   Josie Ford    Dorothy Clarke 

Rita Chong    Lynn Gregory   Marcia Chambers 

Winett Chambers   Aba Segal    Amalia Segal 

Kathleen Keohane   Wanda Porter   Julie Cosentino 

Mary Przygodzki   Nissie Solomon   Teresa Curry 

Lorraine Mazzocato  Walter Pointner   Arlindo Candio 

Janice Towler 

 
Annual General Meeting 

 
  

This important event will be held on  
May 1, 2026. 
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Many Faces of Syme 
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I have never hated a man enough to give his diamonds back. 

 
- Zsa Zsa Gabor 

  Many Faces of Syme 
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WORD FUN 

When I was in Florida I started doing some word games.  I discovered that sometimes I 

didn’t even get the average mark.  I thought these were fun and challenging and I thought 
it might be fun for you as well.  The list of words is elsewhere in the newsletter. 

Directions:  

1. Words must be of four or more letters.  

2. Words that acquire 4 letters by the addition of “s,” such as “bats” or “dies.” are not     

allowed.  

3. Only one form of a verb can be used. Additional words made by adding a “d” or an “s” 
may not be used. For example, if “ bake” is used, “baked” or “bakes” are not allowed but, 

“bake” and “baking” are admissible.   

4. Proper nouns, slang words or vulgar or sexually explicit words are not allowed. 

The word is REPULSE: meaning: drive back (an attack or attacker) by force. 

The average mark is 36 words in 40 minutes. Can you find 36 or more words in repulse? 

(The results can be found elsewhere in this newsletter) 
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From Pat- 

Three Weeks in Portugal’s Algarve Region 

Having never visited Portugal I was looking forward to living and experiencing this much talked 
about country. HNA’s three week trip was exactly what I was hoping for. We arrived to lovely 
weather and were taken to our hotel/apartment where we settled in and made ourselves at home 
for the next little while. Our first day included a ride on the red line of the tourist train which 
drove us around the area in Albufeira, where we were staying, as well as a welcome dinner in a 
small family-owned restaurant. The food was local and delicious. 

The next day we were given a list of the different excursions available to us during our stay and 
I chose to go on six of these. I’ll talk about my impressions of Portugal as well as the Flavours 

and Traditions of the Algarve Tour, which included a visit to the Cork Fac-
tory. 

Portugal 

There are many things that stood out to me and I will mention a few of 
them. The people are extremely friendly and I was impressed by the fact 
that many people that we met spoke and under-
stood at least some English. Although we made 

an effort to use some Portuguese, English was the language that 
could be heard where we were staying. 

Roundabouts are not very common here as traffic calming features 
but in Portugal they are standard and can be seen in many places. 
Many of the roundabouts have distinctive features built in the middle 
such as worms, wrist watches or dolphins. We were told that this was to help drivers find their 

way to a location or address. Instead of giving an address, area or the name 
of a hotel, you can just say I’m at the hotel by the worm roundabout or it’s 
near the dolphin roundabout. Very practical! 

Old Town was a short distance from our hotel and walking through that area 
reminded me of postcards that I had seen. Steep and narrow streets, white 
buildings with terracotta tile roofs, cobblestone streets and unique door-
ways. Old Town included many types of restaurants so a craving for any kind 
of food could probably be satisfied.  

store. courts which were a short walk away. 

       (continued on next page) 

Memories of Portugal 

 

There were 10 Syme members who joined 22 Probus members on an HNA excursion to Portugal. 
All of the hotel apartments had a fully equipped kitchen and balcony. There was every kind of 
restaurant (Mexican, Chinese, seafood for example) within walking distance. Our travelers were 
invited to share their memories in the newsletter. Their responses follow: 
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Our hotel was in a great location and we were able to shop for almost anything we wanted. We 
were a walk away from a mall that had a Loblaw’s type grocery store as well as across the 
street from a No Frills type grocery store. There were souvenir stores, a cork store and an 
ATM for easy access to money.  For those who enjoy Pickleball, a group met once a week at the 
courts which were a short walk away. 

A couple of things you need to eat when in Portugal are the seafood and of course the egg 
tarts. Both were always fresh and my husband and I found a place that made excellent egg 
tarts just a short walk from our hotel. Egg tarts here will never taste the same! 

Flavours and Traditions of the Algarve and the Cork Factory Tour 

This tour included a visit to the small town of Sao Brás de 
Alportel that included a stop at a delicious bakery where we 
bought delicious pastries made in house and a tour of the 
cork factory. Although I knew a bit about cork, this tour 
truly expanded my knowledge of this resource and how im-
portant it is to Portugal. Some of the things I learned were 
that the first harvest after a tree is planted is not until 25 
years later and subsequent harvests are every 9 years. Each 
tree is marked so that the harvester knows when each tree 
was last done. 

We were given a tour of the production factory and learned about the different levels of cork 
and how they prepare it for shipment to make a wide variety of products 
including purses, hats, shoes, wallets, jewellery, backpacks and even umbrel-
las. 

A truly interesting thing that I learned is that cork is so important to Por-
tugal that the government knows where every cork tree is planted and if 
you purchase a house with a cork tree and you decide to cut it down you 
could be put in jail. 

We then went to two lovely little villages called Salir and Alte where we 
walked through the narrow streets we associate with old parts of Portugal 
and Europe. The remnants of the castle wall in Salir and the view from Alte 
were amazing 

Our guide Michael was full of interesting facts and was more than happy to share them with us. 
I can honestly say that Michael was one of the best tour guides I had in Portugal. This was a 
day full of memories and lots of pictures. 

This trip was truly a great way to be introduced to Portugal’s southern Algarve region. There 
was not enough time to go to places like Lisbon and Porto – but I guess that’s for another trip. 

           (continued on next page) 
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From John- 

Albufeira, you had me at Pickleball across the street! This 3-week getaway was  

Portuguese seafood dishes, and desserts a plenty.  A mix of relaxation and adventurous excur-
sions with friendly traveling groups and knowledgeable local guides. 

 

From Theresa- 

Beautiful landscapes, amazing ocean views, unforgettable rock formations, long and lush beach-
es.  Add to the scenery a warm and inviting people who are over the top friendly and thoughtful 
and it is hard to find another place as lovely, inviting and warm as Portugal.   

 

From Donna- 

 Storks are protected. They nest on high structures such as canning factory chimneys 
(similar to Osprey nests on hydro poles near Casino Rama). These chimneys or other edifices 
cannot be dismantled unless officially approved.  

 The Algarve Churro sheep are primarily found and bred in Faro. I noticed them because of 
their long ears during my off road jeep day trip. 

 Antonio Salazar was Portugal’s last dictator from 1932-1968.   
 Portu-

gal is renowned for its charming whitewashed houses, found in historic towns and scenic villa
ges across regions like Algarve.Towns like Tavira and Albufeira feature white houses with bl
ack doors, lace curtains, and blue accents, reflecting the region’s coastal style. Portugese 
pavement a traditional-style pavement used for many pedestrian areas 
in Portugal and Portuguese Empire colonies. It consists of small pieces of stone arranged in a 
pattern or image, like a mosaic. It is used exclusively in old town Albufeira and on sidewalks 
elsewhere in town. 

 Aromatic and flavourful strawberries, grapefruit, oranges and other citrus crops which are 
grown locally. Fresh apples, oranges and all berries make a delicious sangria. I bought a pair 
of shoes and earrings both made from cork. 

 The hotel had 3 karaoke nights each week. I will never forget my karaoke nights. What a 
blast! 

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=4348bc87cb1e2edd8fc0843a344bc3d5c84c75d2e5a255fc2f288cd674e1d4f2JmltdHM9MTc3NTQzMzYwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=32d0cbec-e040-628c-3b36-d91fe1ea63eb&psq=Portugal+white+houses&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWxhbXkuY29tL3N0b2NrLXBob3RvL3doaX
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portugal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portuguese_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portugal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portuguese_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mosaic
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TRUTHS THAT LITTLE CHILDREN 
HAVE LEARNED: 

 No matter how hard you try, you 
can't baptize cats. 
 When your Mom is mad at your 
Dad, don't let her brush your hair. 
 If your sister hits you, don't hit her 
back. They always catch the second 
person. 
 You can't trust dogs to watch your 
food. 
 The best place to be when you're 
sad is Grandma's lap. 

"We must recognize that, as we grow older, 
we become like old cars – more and more re-
pairs and replacements are necessary." - 
C.S. Lewis  
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Some exercises that don’t 
require physical effort . . 
  
01) Beating around the 
bush… 
02) Jumping to conclu-
sions… 
03) Climbing up the 
wall… 
04) Swallowing your 
pride… 
05) Passing the buck… 
06) Throwing your 
weight around… 
07) Dragging your 
heels… 
08) Pushing your luck… 
09) Making mountains 
out of molehills… 
10) Hitting the nail on 
the head… 
11) Wading through pa-
perwork… 
12) Bending over back-
wards… 
13) Jumping on the 
bandwagon… 
14) Balancing the 
books… 
15) Running around in 
circles… 
16) Eating crow… 
17) Blowing your own 
horn… 
18) Climbing the ladder 
of success… 
19) Pulling out all the 
stops… 
20) Adding fuel to the 
fire… 
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Dine With Syme 
 

( A monthly early evening dining option where members can socialize.) 

Sign up and pay $10 deposit in the office to reserve your spot at the table. $10 
will be refunded only at the restaurant. 

Scaddabush 
 

When:   Tuesday April 21, 2026 
Time:      4:30 PM 
Where:   1900 The Queensway, Etobicoke 
(n side of The Queensway, opposite Sherway 
Gardens) 
Features: washrooms on main floor, lots of 
free parking. 

www.sccaddabushitaliankitchenandbar 

Mad Mexican 
 

When:      Tuesday May 19, 2026 
Time:         4:30 PM 
Where:      405 Jane Street, Toronto 
( n of Annette St., east side of Jane) 
Features:    street parking, washrooms on the 
main floor. 

www.madmexican.ca 

  Beertown Public House 
 

When:  Tuesday June 16, 2025 

Time:    4:30 PM 

Where: 1020 Islington Ave., Etobicoke 

(west side of Islington, between Bloor and 
The Queensway, in a strip mall) 

Features: Washrooms on the main floor, plen-
ty of free parking. 

    

  www.beertown.ca 
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English is a 
funny lan-
guage, would-
n't you say? 
 
 Don't sweat 
the petty 
things and 
don't pet the 
sweaty things. 
 One tequila, 
two tequila, 
three tequila, 
floor. 
   Why is 
there an expi-
ration date on 
sour cream?  
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Law of Mechanical Repair -
 After your hands become coated 
with grease, your nose will begin to 
itch and you'll have to pee.  

 

 How can a slim chance and a fat chance be the same, while a wise man and a wise 
guy are opposites? 
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Friday Lunches 

 

Our Friday Congregate Dining program features delicious meals followed by social events, 
informative demonstrations and presentations by various community professionals. 

January 9th - A delicious meal of panko crusted cod fish, orzo, and cucumber salad was 
served.  A representative from UNISON gave a talk and explored info on ‘Steps to Stress 
Management’. It was very informative and everyone had the opportunity to participate in a 
Q & A session. 

January 16th - A breakfast style lunch was served along with fruit salad.  The topic today 
was a presentation by Kim Lambert, on behalf of other Syme 55+ Board members, in regard 
to a comprehensive 2025-2030 Strategic Plan to advance the mission of the Syme 55+ Cen-
tre. Kim fielded questions from members. Hand outs were made available of the topic.  

January 23rd - BLT sandwich with waffle fries, and ‘Olympic flagged cupcakes’. After lunch 
members had lots of fun participating at 6 Olympic style stations.  We had draw prizes at 
the end of the games. 

January 30th - Some Members attended a Mandarin Restaurant. 

February 6th - Approximately 35 members were served a delicious meal of spinach and 
cheese ravioli, and Caesar salad, followed by a decadent slice of Tiramisu dessert.  After 
lunch, Syme55+ member, Ingrida introduced us to ‘Sacred Circle Dancing’ and spoke of the 
benefits of cultural dancing, and its physical and meditative benefits.  A guest dance 
teacher, of ‘sacred circle dancing’, demonstrated, with the volunteers amongst us, a few 
circle dances. 

February 13th - Members had a hearty meal of roast beef and potatoes, followed by des-
sert. Today’s presenter was author and historian Adam Bunch. He talked about his Book of 
Love, going back to tales of settlers and their escapades. 

February 20th - Members had a delicious meal of chicken and zucchini with rice. Followed by 
cake.   The presenter came from UNISON, spoke on the topic of foot care in relation to 
diabetes. 

March 6th - We had a delicious meal of salmon Alfredo followed by a lemon cupcake. There 
were 3 speakers from the ROM who touched upon ‘Women of Influence’ from the past, i.e. 
Greek and Roman goddesses and their respective characteristics. 

March 13th - Bingo in the hall with Trevor.  Pizza and snacks were enjoyed by those attend-
ing. 

March 20th - Spring Registration Day.   No Friday lunch this day.   

March 27th - We enjoyed a delicious meal of Meatloaf, mashed potatoes and vegetables 
followed by dessert of pineapple sponge cake.  After lunch, music was provided by Jack 
Garson, a regular entertainer,  who sang a medley of popular songs accompanied by guitar. 

Come and join us on Fridays for good food, great company and entertainment. 

-Susan Simpson 
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Bereavement Receptions 

 
In order to assist families and friends of our late members, arrangements may 
be made to hold a reception at the Syme55+ Centre, following the funeral or 
memorial service. The staff along with volunteers will prepare and serve light 
refreshments for a nominal charge. Please speak to one of the staff to make 
arrangements. 

DONATIONS 
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The In Memoriam Tree , located on the west wall of the General Purpose Room was  

developed as a tangible way to recognize Memoriam donations from our membership The 

tree was crafted by George Baker and Fred Patterson, 

two members of the original woodcarving class.  

It was mounted in the gym upstairs but moved to the 

wall by the back door when the gym was being painted. 

Norma Falconer, a volunteer at the time,  pointed out 

that the wood would be damaged by the heat from the 

heater that was under it. So the In Memoriam Tree 

was moved to its present location  where it can be seen 

by all. 

A small plaque inscribed “In Memory Of” is placed on 

the tree to honour the memory of a loved one.  There 

are 196 discs on the tree. 

We gratefully acknowledge the Memorial donations received from the families and friends 

of our late members who, at a very difficult time in their lives, have remembered the 

Syme55+ Centre. Memorial donations are used to enhance and develop the services and  

programs offered at the Syme55+ Centre. Anyone wishing to make a donation “In Memoriam” 

should fill out a Memoriam card, located at the Reception Desk in the office, or speak to a 

staff member for more information. A charitable receipt is issued to the donor, and a letter 

of acknowledgment is sent to the bereaved family. 

Bequests 

A bequest is a gift whether large or small made through a Will to provide future financial  

support to the Syme55+ Centre. 

Bequests may include cash, marketable securities, closely held stock, real estate, or tangible 

personal property. 

In Memoriam Tree 
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Annual General Meeting 
 
  

This important event will be held on  
May 1, 2026. 

 
 

Elections for the Board of Directors will be held. 
Our audited financial statemen++t will be presented.  
Other important matters will be brought forward. 

Tours By Locals 
 
ToursByLocals is a Canadian company based in Vancouver that connects travelers with vetted 
private guides around the world. We’ve used them on our last trip, and 
had excellent experiences every time. 
For anyone planning upcoming trips, this could be a great option to consider ...  especially if we 
want something flexible, private, and tailored to our interests. 
Every guide we’ve chosen has been knowledgeable, personable, and very accommodating. The 
tours have always felt personal and memorable. 
 
You pick your guide and itinerary 
Every guide has their own style, expertise, and pacing. You’re not stuck with a generic tour — 
you can shape the day around what you want. 
 
Chat with the guide before booking 
This is the step that makes all the difference. Messaging them first gives you a feel for their 
personality, flexibility, and how willing they are to customize the experience. It sounds obvious, 
but for a full‑day tour, this matters. Reviews often mention how easy (or difficult) a guide was 
to understand, so it’s worth checking. 
 
ToursByLocals homepage https://www.toursbylocals.com 
How it works: ToursByLocals Withlocals interview - YouTube  

     - Kelly Tettmar 

https://www.toursbylocals.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s7IYHuMY5sk
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A Different Way to Buy a Used Car – Clutch.ca 
 
Due to a fender bender that was too expensive to repair for the age of the car, we needed to 

replace our beloved 2011 Honda CR-V. We had been talking about getting a new car but not for 
a few more years. Our daughter told us that her friends had used an online service called 

Clutch and that they were happy with their experience and purchases. We didn’t pay much at-
tention at the time because buying a car was somewhere in the future.  

As it happens the future was now! 

Honda cars had been reliable for us over the years but we were open to looking at other 

brands. We had decided to buy a used car and went to a couple of dealerships to see what was 
available. We sat in a Honda HR-V and a Mazda CX-5, but because it was New Years Eve we did-
n’t take any out for a test drive. After all, we could come back after the holidays. 

I had taken a look at Clutch before we went to the dealers and scrolled through the website. I 

was quite impressed. There are many variables that you can search on – Make and Model, Year, 
Fuel Type and Mileage just to name a few. I favourited a few that looked good and met our cri-

teria (less than 50,000 km and no older than 5 years) but nothing that really stood out. 

Once we got back from the dealers I went back and looked at Clutch. We really loved our CR-V 
so I did a search on the model and one result really caught my eye. It was a 2020, roughly 
43,000 km, top of the line Touring model and not black or white. Also in our price range! As a 

family we agreed that this would be the car. 

 

How Clutch Works 

Clutch buys cars from owners so all the cars belong to them. They run a 210 point inspection 
and if the car does not meet their standards the car is sold through wholesale channels. There 

are numerous pictures of each car – both exterior and interior and any scratches or dents are 
marked and shown in the pictures. A Carfax report is available for every car so you can see the 

maintenance that was performed on that car or if it has been in an accident. One thing that we 
were worried about was whether the car was owned by a smoker. When we asked the rep he 
said that Clutch does not buy cars that belong to smokers. 

You can either finance the car through Clutch or pay cash. The one thing they cannot do is put 
a hold on a car for you. We saw our car on a Friday and wanted to pay cash but there was a risk 
that the car would be sold before we could get everything in order to get the cash. The initial  

representative was very helpful and suggested we finance the car and then when we dealt with 
the actual sales rep just change our mind and pay cash. This worked and we went into the week-

end knowing the car was ours.       (continued on next page) 
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There was no pressure from either of the representatives we spoke with and the first rep went 
out of his way to make a case for buying our old car (which we sold privately afterwards). Since 

all of the people you deal with are employees they are not working on commission. The price we 
saw was the price we paid – plus tax of course – so no haggling. We chose not to purchase a war-

ranty however it is an option. 

Although you don’t physically see or drive the car before you pay and pick it up you have 10 days 
to drive it, have it checked out and see if you like it. If you don’t you can return it for a full re-
fund. You can pay extra and have a longer return period as well. No dealership offers that!  

We picked up our car in Mississauga and so far we love our car and are very happy with our ex-
perience and purchase. If you are in the market to replace your car I suggest you check them 
out at Clutch.ca. It may not be for you but it doesn’t hurt to see what they offer. Below is a 
quick chart of advantages and disadvantages of buying a used car this way. 

 

 
 

 

Submitted by – Pat Bilucaglia 

Advantages 
  

Disadvantages 
  

Many cars and models to choose from Do not see the actual car 

Web based so you can shop from home No test drive before buying 

Many pictures of the car One pick up location vs many available 
dealerships 

No haggling because you are dealing 
with employees who do not receive a 
commission 

No haggling 

10 - day return policy Used cars only 

Carfax report available to view Only in Ontario and the Maritimes 

A Canadian company   

 

A Different Way to Buy a Used Car – Clutch.ca        (continued from previous page) 
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Your English lesson for today  

 

Homographs are words of like spelling but with more than one meaning. A 

homograph that is also pronounced differently is a heteronym.  

 

1) The bandage was *wound* around the *wound*. 

2) The farm was used to *produce produce*. 

3) The dump was so full that it had to *refuse* more *refuse*. 

4) We must *polish* the *Polish* furniture. 

5) He could *lead* if he would get the *lead* out. 

6) The soldier decided to *desert* his dessert in the *desert*. 

7) Since there is no time like the *present*, he thought it was time 

to *present* the *present*  

8) A *bass* was painted on the head of the *bass* drum. 

 9) When shot at, the *dove dove* into the bushes. 

10) I did not *object* to the *object*. 

11) The insurance was *invalid* for the *invalid*. 

12) There was a *row* among the oarsmen about how to *row*. 

13) They were too *close* to the door to *close* it. 

14) The buck *does* funny things when the *does* are present. 

15) A seamstress and a *sewer* fell down into a *sewer* line. 

16) To help with planting, the farmer taught his *sow* to *sow*. 

17) The *wind* was too strong to *wind* the sail. 

18) Upon seeing the *tear* in the painting I shed a *tear*. 

19) I had to *subject* the *subject* to a series of tests. 

20) How can I *intimate* this to my most *intimate* friend? 
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PHOTO CONTEST 
For the cover of our  
SUMMER issue of  

“A Syme of the Tymes” 
 

CRITERIA 
Canada, landscape, scenery or environment 

Seasonal 
Colourful, with limited white, vertical 
Not previously published or displayed 

Not displaying company names or other forms of  
advertising 

Must have been taken by a member within the past 5 
years. 

No more than 4 submissions/member 
 

Must be submitted to flexible@bell.net  
no later than  
June 1, 2026 

 
 

 
When you ask me what I am doing today, and I say "nothing," it does not mean I am free. It 
means I am doing nothing.  

mailto:flexible@bell.net%20no
mailto:flexible@bell.net%20no
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REPULSE            (Directions elsewhere in newsletter.) 

Reel Repel Reuse Rule Rupee Ruse Else Peel 

Peer 

  

Perse Peruse Plus Pule Pulse Pure Puree 

Purl Purse User Leer Lees Leper Lues Lure 

Seep Seer Sere Sleep Slue Slur Slurp Spree 

Spur Suer Super sure         

 I 
thought 
growing 
older 
would 
take 
longer. 
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